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December 18, 2018 
 
Oakland City Hall 
1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re: Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Notice of Preparation of Environmental 
Impact Report 
 
Dear Sir/Maddam: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District 
project (Project). The Project would consist of redevelopment of the 55 acre Howard 
Terminal at the Port of Oakland. Redevelopment would include construction of a new 
ballpark, performance venue, hotel, commercial, and residential uses as well as 
associated utility and transportation improvements. Additionally, the proposed Project 
would construct/provide new waterfront public access, enhanced water views, and on-
site open space. 
 
Background 
 
The San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail is a multi-agency program being implemented by 
the California Coastal Conservancy with project partners at the Association of Bay Area 
Governments / Metropolitan Transportation Commission (ABAG/MTC), the San 
Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) and the State Division 
of Boating and Waterways, as well as an advisory committee representing a broad range 
of interests and expertise. The focus of the program is to enhance public access to the 
Bay for non-motorized small boats (such as kayaks, sailboards, outriggers, and stand up 
paddleboards), and encourage and enable people to explore the Bay in different boat 
types and in a variety of settings.  
 
Construction of the Project offers an opportunity to create one of the most iconic 
boating destinations in the Bay Area. Renderings prepared of the Project show 
numerous kayakers floating just outside the stadium – we want to help make that a 
reality. Accommodation of water access facilities and/or concessions would enhance 
boating opportunities should be considered in Project design.  
 
Recreation 
 
Please ensure that the recreation analysis include an assessment of existing and 
potential water access on the Oakland Estuary for non-motorized small boats. Various 
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non-motorized small boat types regularly launch from Jack London Square and the Jack 
London Aquatic Center. As redevelopment of Alameda Point progresses, additional 
opportunities for boaters to paddle between Alameda Island and Oakland will be 
enhanced. In particular, we would like the DEIR to: 
 

• Clearly describe potential impacts to non-motorized small boat access to the 
Oakland Estuary during project construction, and how any impacts will be 
mitigated.  

• Clearly describe how the hydrology of the Oakland Estuary may affect the long-
term use of boating facilities, with regards to siltation and mud as well as sea 
level rise, and how any impacts will be mitigated. 

• Clearly describe any increase in passenger ferry service associated with the 
Project that may impact non-motorized small boater safety, and how any 
impacts will be mitigated. 

• Please ensure that water access is designed consistent with ADA and universal 
design standards 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above-referenced document. If you 
have any questions regarding San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at (415) 820-7936 or by email at bbotkin@bayareametro.gov. We also 
recently published Design Guidelines to provide detailed information about designing 
high-quality water access facilities, which can be provided upon request.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ben Botkin 
San Francisco Bay/Water Trail Planner 

mailto:bbotkin@bayareametro.gov

